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T  O  T  H  E 

Royal  College  of  Phyftdans, 


Gentlemen, 

IT  H  IN  K  it  was  in  Arabia  that  the 
healing  art  firfl:  breathed  its  falutary  in¬ 
fluence,  and  having  thence  fpread  to 
Jefs  hofpitable  climes,  became,  in  a  long 
courfe  of  peregrination,  extended  to  the 
voluminous  form,  in  which  it  now  fhines 
fo  eminently  refplendent.  The  Phoenix  is 
fuppofed  to  have  had  its  primary  exiftence 
in  thofe  happy  regions,  and  that  famous 
bird,  having  by  fome  arcana  in  nature  fur- 
vived  all  animal  calamity,  is  prefumed  by 
fome  to  typify  the  eminence  of  Medicine, 
and  for  that  reafon  may  be  fuppofed  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  the  fignature  of  excellence  over  the 
portals  of  thofe, who  claim  a  kind  of  confan- 
guine  relation  to  your  illuftrioijs  Faculty. 


It 
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It  was  my  happinefs  to  be  bom  in  £ 
clime  where  only  the  Phoenix  reigns,  and 
where  Specifics  only  flourifh,  where  Avi¬ 
cenna  dictates  the  mode  of  Medicine,  and 
where  the  afhes  of  that  divine  bird  furnifhes 
us  with  every  requifite  material ;  hence  we 
vainly  conclude  you  not  fo  adept  in  the  oc¬ 
cult,  becaufe,  it  is  faid,  that  you  never  rake 
into  the  afhes  of  the  dead  ;  our  glory  is 
fimplicity,  your  fame  teems  to  effentially 
depend  on  the  myftery  of  inveftigation,  pro¬ 
blem,  &c .  while  we  conceive,  that  out  of  the 
occult  fprings  plainnefs,  as  fimple  nature  out 
of  the  divine  Effence,  when  the  ftars  firft  in¬ 
timated  to  the  human  mind  an  idea  of 
fplendor,  and  the  foul  of  the  univerfe  gave 
birth  to  being.  May  the  angel  of  the  fun, 
the  bright  parent  of  Efculapins ,  and  brother 
of  Avicenna ,  be  ever  your  inftrudtor  in  the 
healing  Art,  and  with  the  honour  of  pre¬ 
fid  in  g  here  ,  tranfmit  you  hereafter  in 
health  of  fpirit  to  the  radiant  embrace  of 
Apollo, 

A  ben  Zebra. 


THE 
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t  H  E 

Spirit  of  MEDICINE. 


TH  E  Mode  of  Medicine  is  only  to  be 
conlidered  as  a  kind  of  form  or  or¬ 
der,  which  thofe  are  directed  to  pur- 
fue,  who  have  neither  will,  abilities  or  at¬ 
tention  to  infped:  nature,  ftudy  its  powers, 
or  purfue  its  dictates,  through  all  the  variety 
of  conftitutions,  which  habit,  accident,  cli¬ 
mate,  luxury,  a  fedentary  life,  or  violent 
exercife,  forms  or  fafhions  in  the  human 
frame,  and  adapting  thereto,  fuch  plain  and 
obvious  means,  as  a  thorough  fkill  in  Bo¬ 
tany,  Chymiftry,  and  the  prime  caufes  or 
principles  of  malady  feem  to  command. 

»  ,  y  t 

Dive  st ed  of  age  and  accident,  it  rarely 
happens  in  any  climate,  that  men  are  fubjedt 
toother  difeafe  than  what  plain  iimples,  ever 
ready  at  hand,  are  if  ufed  in  time  an  apt  and 

B  proper, 
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proper  remedy  for ;  even  luxury  and  idlenefo, , 
however  they  taint  the  blood,  or  corrupt  the 
natural  (lamina,  find  in  thefe  a  happy  relief, 
fo  they  be  only  applied,  free  of  fophidica- 
tion,  and  thofe  unmeaning  compounds  which 
an  attempt  at  myftery  furnifhes  to  infatuate 
the  Doctor  and  deflroy  the  Patient. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,  that  in  fome  coun¬ 
tries,  not  polite  enough  to  be  fafhionable. 
Medicine  is  monopolized  into  the  hands  of 
power,  and  the  mod  eminent  in  the  ftudy  of 
Phylic,  not  permitted,  for  the  fake  of  gain, 
to  prefcribe  out  of  common  form,  it  being 
well  underdood,  that  few  difeafes  eiTentially 
vary  in  their  prime  caufes,  and  then  it  only 
remains  to  adapt  the  proportion  of  remedy 
to  the  nature  of  the  conditution,  and  extent 
of  the  evil.  In  this,  and  this  alone  is  em¬ 
ployed  the  wifdom  and  fagacity  of  that  leni¬ 
ent  hand  from  whence  the  didreffed  are  to 
expedt  relief. 

In  rich  commercial  countries,  where  men 
have  more  money  than  wit,  and  more  vices 
than  caution,  the  wifed  and  mod  fkilful  in 
Medicine,  may  be  fufficiently  perplexed  to 
difcover  the  fource  of  evil  $  a  compound  of 
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ill  habits,  form  a  kind  of  teftium  quid,  and 
produces  every  day,  in  appearance,  a  new 
and  unknown  difeafe  ;  but  even  in  this  cafe 
the  patient  is  not  to  be  played  tricks  with, 
to  be  made  the  fubjedt  of  experiment  at  his 
own  expence,  when  it  is  more  than  proba¬ 
ble,  another  fubjedt  exactly  fimilar  may  never 
prefent,  and  therefore  no  motive  of  example 
to  practice  from. 

Our  hofpitals  give  much  opportunity  for 
this  kind  of  pradtice,  and  if  our  Phyficians 
were  the  wifer  for  it,  it  might  be  happy  for 
thofe  who  pay  for  health;  but  as  we  find  this 
not  true  in  pradtice*  we  cannot  help  pitying 
thofe  whofe  diftrefied  circumftances  fubjedt 
them  to  undergo  the  experiments,  and  hill 
more  thofe  who  by  fuch  pradtice  both  pay 
and  fuffer,  as  it  is  jumbling  together  in  the 
fame  mode  of  pradtice,  the  naturally  hale  and 
weak  conftitution,  without  forming  any  kind 
of  judgment,  from  mere  appearances,  or  of¬ 
ten  varying  the  prefcription,  or  certainly 
knowing,  whether  any  or  either  of  the 
prefcribed  Medicines,  or  the  force  of  nature 
alone,  in  defpigbt  of  oppofition,  performed 
the  cure. 
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It  is  in  this  light,  that  the  Spirit  of  Me¬ 
dicine  feems  to  intimate  a  very  different  kind 
of  praftice,  and  would  probably  take  place 
if  a  defire  of  preferving  health  could  be  made 
predominate  over  ignorance  and  avarice ;  if 
the  ingenuous,  as  well  as  ingenious,  were  on^ 
ly  allowed  to  praftice  Phyfic,  on  terms  ob¬ 
vious  enough  to  common  fenfe,  and  common 
juftice ;  the  prefervation  of  the  fubjeft  is  the 
benefit  of  the  ftate ;  and  though  it  may  often 
happen  that  men  by  their  folly  in  a  great 
jneafure  deftroy  themfelves,  it  is  not  politi¬ 
cally  neceffary,  their  fate  fhould  be  finifhed 
by  the  error  of  others,  and  thofe  have  no¬ 
thing  to  anfwer  for  but  applaufe. 

How  bodies  aft,  or  operate  on  bodies,  is, 
perhaps  in  general,  very  little  underftood. 
There  has  been  at  times  great  ftrefs  laid  up¬ 
on  prime  caufes,  and  I  think  Sir  William 
\ Temple  obferves,  that  the  prime  caufe  of  dif- 
eafe  was  once  the  Scurvy.  That  great  man, 
contrary  to  his  ufual  turn,  puns  upon  the 
thought,  and  conceives  the  phyfical  reafon  to 
be,  that  patients  are  fubjeft  to  fcurvy  diftem- 
pers ;  it  may  however  happen  that  many  evils 
refult  from  fcorbutic  habits,  and  fuppofe  fuch 
the  prime  caufe  of  various  feeming  maladies, 

yet 
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yet  is  even  this  nominal  Scurvy  of  two  very 
different  kinds,  the  one  forming  a  heated  le¬ 
prous  appearance,  the  other  a  dead  coldnefs 
and  ffagnation  of  the  blood  and  juices  attend¬ 
ed  with  an  univerfal  latitude  ;  yet  is  it  more 
than  probable,  and  experiment  has  evinced 
in  numerous  cafes,  that  when  a  Medicine  is 
found  which  operates  powerfully  by  ftimula- 
tion  and  rarefaction,  a  patient  muff  be  very 
far  gone  that  in  either  cafe  miffes  of  a  cure ; 
and  I  have  known  fudorifics  in  both  cafes 
have  a  happy  effedt,  and  in  fome  habits  bli— 
fters  $  but  thefe  I  only  mention  as  partial. 

There  is  another  kind  of  difeafe,  which, 
though  it  proceeds  merely  from  contaminated 
air,  is  ufually  called  the  Scurvy,  and  com¬ 
monly  degenerates  into  a  malignant  fever. 
The  courfe  of  this  is  beft  flopped  in  time  as 
firft  abovementioned,  and  is  fo  very  dange¬ 
rous  in  its  progrefs,  as  in  Sir  William  Temples 
ftile,  may  truly  be  called  a  fcurvy  diftemper* 
and  its  effedts  very  fatal  to  all  that  but  tafle 
its  effluvia.  Acids  and  vegetable  baths  are 
ufeful ;  but  a  Ample  vegetable  powder  ufed 
internally  has  a  much  more  certain  effedh, 
and  more  eafily  procured. 


I  HAVE 


I  have  been  feme  thing  more  particular 
on  this  head,  as  formerly  the  fludied  in  Phy- 
fic  feemed  to  intimate,  this  to  be  the  fource 
of  all  aiflempers,  which  though  I  fuppofe  a 
miftake,  yet  were  it  true,  it  will  necefiarily 
follow,  that  a  Medicine  may  be  univerfal ; 
and  if  that  be  true,  then  a  variety  of  Medi¬ 
cines,  chymical,  or  galenical,  barks,  roots 
or  gums  ufelefs,  and  confequently  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyfic  extended  to  a  very  bad  pur- 
pofe,  as  if  from  one  fource  all  difeafes  fpring, 
with  one  Medicine  may  all  difeafes  be  cured ; 
but  though  I  conceive  this  hypothetically,  or 
to  be  taken  in  a  lax  fenfe,  yet  it  will  not  fol¬ 
low,  that  there  are  many  fources  from 
whence  difeafe  fp rings,  and  feveral  with  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances  from  this  climatary  habit 
called  the  Scurvy,  which  one  fimple  Mediae 
cine  may  radically  cure. 

it. 

I  think  Dr ,  Boerhaave  very  truly  com¬ 
pares  the  blood  and  ferum  to  the  yolk  and 
white  of  an  egg.  It  feems  a  very  plain  con- 
elufion,  that  by  whatever  violence  thefe  fine 
fluids  are  accelerated,  or  ftagnated  beyond  the 
intention  of  nature,  diforder  will  necefiarily 
enfue,  and  in  either  cafe  very  different  re¬ 
medies  feem  requifite.  But  if  this  be  the 
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only  fource  of  Malady,  it  contrails  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  Phyfic  into  a  very  narrow  compafs, 
and  fixes  it  to  two  points  only,  and  then  the 
confequence  may  be,  that  if  two  Medicines 
may  be  difcbvered,  that  will  anfwer  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes,  the  quantity  duly  propor¬ 
tioned  will  anfwer  in  all  cafes ;  and  as  the 
experience  and  fagacity  of  the  Phyfician  will 
be  equally  required  to  proportion  thele  two 
Medicines  to  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
diforder,  and  reduced  to  a  more  certain  judg¬ 
ment,  than  when  his  imagination  is  more 
forced  or  extended,  it  fhould  feem  to  be  more 
his  in te reft  both  in  refpedt  to  gain,  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  peace  of  mind,  to  adhere  to  this 
mode,  than  to  be  obliged  to  contain  in  his 
head  the  whole  fyftem  of  various  Difpenfa- 
ries,  not  always  happily  correfpondent,  leav¬ 
ing  him  in  this  cafe  only  to  ftudy  the  habit 
and  conftitution  of  his  patient ;  in  which 
perhaps,  the  Spirit  of  Medicine  more  eften- 
tially  confifts,  than  in  the  conjuration  of 
drugs  and  woods,  which  only  puzzle  his  ia- 
gacity,  while  a  happy  judgment  in  the  beat 
of  the  pulfe,  and  a  moderate  degree  of  expe¬ 
rimental  /kill  in  Phyfiognomy,  may  deter¬ 
mine  in  favour  of  the  patient,  that  no  Phyfic 
at  all,  is  probably  the  beft  remedy  ;  but  this 
I  fpeak  only  ad  referendum. 


There 


There  are  no  doubt  many  cafes  where 
the  judgment  of  the  Phyfician  anfwers  very 
well  the  purpofe  of  employing  him,  and  was  it 
not,  the  obligation  that  he  is  fometimes  under 
to  favour  his  Pharmaciffc  perhaps  he  would 
notprefcribe  too  much  ;  and  if  this  only  af¬ 
fected  the  rich  patient’s  purfe,  this  pretty 
manner  of  circulating  money  would  not  be 
much  amifs  ;  but  if  it  refpeCts  the  patient’s 
health,  it  becomes  pernicious, 

I  remember  to  have  read  of  a  little 
State  under  the  protection  of  the  Church, 
where  the  Phyfician  was  employed  under 
the  happieft  terms  of  reCtitude ;  his  fkill, 
his  reputation,  his  honour,  was  all  at  flake 
upon  the  general  judgment  of  how  many  of 
the  community  furvived  the  palling  of  the 
Sun  through  the  twelve  figns  of  the  Zodiac  ; 
however  if  any  thing. extraordinary  happen- 
ed,  if  he  was  well  with  the  prieil,  it  was  ac¬ 
counted  for  ;  other  wife  one  other  was  elect¬ 
ed.  This,  fuppofe  he  was  a  fenfible  man, 
had  no  other  bad  effeCt,  than  the  mere  mak¬ 
ing  him  attentive  to  his  profeffion ;  his  for¬ 
tune,  his  reputation,  his  very  fubfiftence  de¬ 
pended  on  attention.  And  experience  ever 
evinces  this  truth,  that  a  man  with  a  verv  mo- 
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derate  capacity,  who  is  constantly  attentive 
to  the  ohj eft  in  view,  is  vaftly  Superior  to  a 
wild  and  inattentive  genius.  A  man  may  be 
bright,  fay  and  do  very  fine  things  occasio¬ 
nally,  but  in  no  fenfe  balances  with  the  or¬ 
dinary  mind,  that  rifes  into  the  fettled  fub- 
lime,  by  a  conftant  and  regular  courfe  of  re¬ 
flection.  We  fee,  in  a  commercial  ftate,  a- 
mazing  effefts  of  wealth,  of  opulence,  pure¬ 
ly  refulting  from  this  Simple  principle ;  and 
it  was  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newtons  opinion, 
upon  a  Similar  argument,  that  any  plain  fen- 
fible  man,  could  only  want  attention  to  be 
his  equal.  Perhaps  Sir  Ifaac  was  too  mo  deft, 
or  had  not  bent  his  enquiries  alike,  into  na¬ 
ture  and  the  ftars  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt,  that 
a  plain  honeft  man,  who  has  his  profeflion 
thoroughly  at  heart,  will  be  much  fafer  to 
truft  with  the  care  of  my  health,  if  I  have 
not  wit  enough  to  take  care  of  my  own,  than 
the  moft  eminent  genius,  without  ftrift  ho- 
nefty,  that  ever  yet  prafticed  under  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  Apollo. 

There  is  one  point  certain,  or  that  feems 
lb,  and  I  wifh  it  was  well  underftood,  that 
fuppofe  Phyfic,  in  its  very  bad  and  uncertain 
or  rather  difhoneft  ftate,  could  be  reduced 
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into  a  narrower  compafs,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
patients  lefs  loaded  with  difcordant  drugs* 
could  they  chymically  reduce  the  bad  into 
narrower  limits,  fo  that  the  patient's  ftomach 
might  he  lefs  loaded  and  offended,  it  would 
at  leaft  be  the  means  of  permitting  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  pafs  into  another  date  unoppreffed. 

I  have  often  thought  it  a  good  dory  of 
Paracelfus ;  he  is  reported  to  be  a  genius, 
vain,  but  eminent,  a  member  of  the  holy 
Church  ;  had  been  long  attended  by  the  fons 
of  Efculapius ,  and  at  length  refigned  to  the 
extreme  undtion,  when  Paracelfus  was  called 
in,  was  agreed  with  to  perform  the  cure  for 
an  hundred  crowns,  he  gave  the  patient  three 
minute  pills,  and  he  was  prefently  cured  ; 
when  the  pried  was  recovered,  the  bargain 
was  difputed ;  he  would  give  only  five 
crowns.  The  affair  was  litigated  at  law, 
and  the  pried dnfiding,  that  Paracelfus  only 
gave  him  three  fheep’s  turds,  a  verdicd  paffed 
in  favour  of  the  defendant  $  and  ever  fince 
that  time  the  faculty  have  made  it  a  point  .to 
giv£  the  patient  Phyfic  enough  for  his  money. 

There  is  another  point,  that  to  me,  to 
long  experience,  and  to  pradtice,  appears  equal- 
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I y  obvious,  it  is,  that  every  climate  naturally 
produces  Phyfic,  for  all  diftempers  incident 
to  that  climate,  and  perhaps  for  all  difeafes 
incident  to  human  nature,  and  that  too  in  fo 
ialutary  a  way,  as  may  hardly  be  efteemed 
Phyfic ;  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  might  be  ufed 
as  common  food,  without  any  repugnance 
of  the  ftomach. 

I  remember  a  man  very  famous  for  the 
cure  of  a  difagreeable  diftemper  produced  by 
contadt  with  infedted  females.  His  reputa¬ 
tion  fir  ft  refulted  from  curing  fuch  unhappy 
people  as  the  hofpitals  had  turned  out  incu¬ 
rable.  This  man’s  fecret  confifted  only  in 
the  choice  of  vegetables,  and  obliging  his 
patients  to  a  very  regular  habit  of  living, 
and  he  was  eminently  fuccefsful.  A  friend 
of  mine  offered  him  a  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  fecret :  He  anfwered  well,  you  muff 
firft  learn  to  be  a  Botaniil. 

As  upon  long  experience  in  pradtice,  the 
profeffor  of  Medicine  is  able  to  make  a  hap- 
py  judgment  of  the  nature  and  confequence 
of  the  difeafe,  fo  by  the  ftudy  of  Botany  is 
he  enabled  to  apply  falutary  remedies.  This 
in  Italy  feems  to  be  well  underftood ;  Mr. 

C  2  Carte , 
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Carte ,  in  his  fagacious  Hiftory  of  England , 
tells. us  a  ftory  of  a  man  that  went  to  the 
Pretender  to  be  cured  of  the  Kind’s  Evil. 

o 

The  Botanifts  of  Rome ,  who  well  conceived 
the  nature  of  terredrial  divinity,  and  the 
little  good  or  harm  it  was  capable  of  effect¬ 
ing,  primarily,  undertook  the  man’s  cure, 
and  managed  him  fo  well  as  apparently  to 
perform  it;  and  when  they  found  their  la¬ 
bour,  in  the  courfe  of  a  happy  ifftie,  they 
recommended  him  to  the  Touch,  and  in  a 
few  days  after  the  man  appeared  very  well ; 
not  fo  perfectly  cured,  but  that  on  his  re¬ 
turning  to  his  old  courfe  of  life,  he  was  in 
the  fame  date  as  before  :  however,  this  was 
the  Patient’s,  not  the  Phyfician’s  fault.  The 
cure  was  faid  to  be  performed,  merely  by 
dieting.  It  is  hard  to  eradicate  thofe  fixed 
maladies,  as  they  are  generally  the  e ffedis  of 
venereal  poifoa,  and,  .as  it  were,  affociated 
with  the  blood  from  generation  to  genera¬ 
tion.  To  perfecd  a  cure,  requires  the  like 
art  as  to  make  gold,  it  muff  have  the  regular 
maturation  of  ages ;  in  time,  the  whole  fy- 
ftern  may  be  altered,  and  a  kind  of  new 
body  formed  by  artificial  conftrudtion  :  but 
to  this  time  muff  be  added,  refolution  and 

patience,  which  men,  endued  with  ftrong 

paffions 
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paffions  and  vigorous  appetites,  feidom  re- 
folve  themfelves  into. 

*  .  ■  t  ' 

1*  *  .  v  .  J  J)  '  * 

There  are  various  diftempers,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  clime  arefubjedt,  that 
have  little  to  do  in  their  prime  caufes  with 
the  Scurvy,  on  the  contrary,  are  more  ufual- 
ly  fr  ee  from  that  taint  than  other  people. 
The  Ague ,  or  intermitting  Fever]  moil  ufu- 
ally  reful ts  from  a  poornefs  of  living,  ap¬ 
proximate  to  moift  and  mar  (by.  places,  and 
may  happen  in  confequence  of  high  living1; 
for  which  way  foever  the  folids  become 
weakened,  and  cold  and  moifture  operate  fu- 
perior  to  the  radical  heat,  the  confequence 
is  very  evident. 

«•  •  .  i  . .  *  »  I  .  J  '  ,  I  r-  .  ;  •  V  '  -  '  *  *  ’ 

The  cure  of  this  diforder  is  ufually  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  Peruvian  Bark,  without  any 
way  accounting  for,  or  analyfing  its  nature 
and  properties.  Hence  it  happens,  that  no 
enquiry  follows,  whether  we  have  not  as 
good  or  better  bark  of  our  own  produce,  or 
what  is  ftill  perhaps  more  to  the  purpofe,  ve¬ 
getables,  of  which  a  much  fmaller  quantity 
may  have  a  more  certain  and  happier  effeft,  .as 
we  rarely  find  lefs  than  an  ounce  of  bark,  and 
often  many  pounds,  requisite,  and  either  by 
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being  injudicioufly  adminidered,  or  fome  way 
or  other  improper  to  the  tone  of  the  ilomach* 
attended  with  very  bad  confequences. 

The  ingenious  from  this  Medicine  pro¬ 
duce  a  tindture,  and  which,  if  done  with 
judgment,  is  certainly  lefs  dangerous,  and 
more  compatible  than  the  grofs  powder, 
perhaps  not  fo  effedtual  in  all  cafes,  but  if 
early  taken,  is  ufually  fuccefsful  without  the 
like  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  as  taking 
the  grofs  powders. 

,  •  i 

In  bodies  not  naturally  emaciate,  or  where 
this  diforder  is  the  effedt  of  a  fimple  acci» 
dent,  a  powder  is  only  requifite  to  break  the 
congelation  of  thofe  fine  fluids  that  feed  and 
nouriflh  the  blood.  For  this  purpofe  we  cer¬ 
tainly  have  of  our  own  produce  a  vegetable 
powder,  effedtual  in  very  fm all  quantity.  I 
have  known  it  operate  happily  in  confirmed 
cafes,  and  ten  grains  readily  perform,  what 
may  by  the  mod  fanguine  be  expedted  from 
an  ounce  of  the  fined  bark. 

#  !  . 

The  Rheumatifm,  though  perhaps  very 
different  from  the  intermittent,  and  dodtri- 
nated  by  a  very  different  mode  of  Pradtice,  I 

have 
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have  known  effectually  remedied  by  the  lame 
Medicine,  though  I  never  knew  the  Bark  ap¬ 
plied.  The  reafon  of  this  may  be  a  myftery 
to  many,  who  rejeCt  Nature,  to  confult  Dif- 
penfaries.  Guiaicum  is  in  this  cafe,  equally 
prefumed  fpecific,  as  the  Bark  in  Agues,  and 
as  that  in  a  long  courfe  of  time,  and  the  aid 
of  conflitution,  alike  effectual,  yet  as  this  is 
a  very  troublefome  and  painful  difbrder,  it 
were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Spirit  of  Medi¬ 
cine  was  more  confulted ;  that  is  to  fay, 
what  ftimulation  and  rarefaction  is  capable 
cf  effecting,  and  what  Medicine  in  fmall 
quantity  is  proper  to  that  end.  Or  if  I  may 
be  better  underftood,  it  may  reafonably  be 
wifhed,  that  the  Phyfician,  inflead  of  mov¬ 
ing  in  the  common  track,  inftead  of  taking 
this  or  that  for  granted,  which  is  only  the 
objeCt  of  an  adventure,  he  would  think  a 
little  for  himfelf,  and  be  in  fome  meafure 
converfant  in  Botany  and  Chymiftry,  and 
therefrom  form  fuch  practical  conclufions,  as 
may  tend  to  fingularize  him  in  his  purfuits, 
as  I  cannot  conceive  what  credit  a  Phyfician 
may  acquire  by  prefcribing  fuch  remedies 
only,  as  every  man  without  ftudy  or  prac¬ 
tice  may  be  equally  converfant  in  ;  for  if  a 
ir^n  puts  his  hand  in  my  purfe,  takes  in  ex-* 

chanec 
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change  my  money  for  his  advice,  1  muft  in 
Phyfic,  as  in  Law,  and  many  other  cafes/ex-. 
ped  he  fhouid  be  wifer,  not  only  than  me, 
but  than  my  Prodor,  Attorney,  or  my  Apo¬ 
thecary,  and  confequently  fhouid  find  fome* 
thing  more  effedual  in  the  refpedive  cafes 

abovementioned,  than  Guiaicum  or  Bark. 

.  \ 

The  Small  Pox  feems  to  be  a  kind  of 
radical  evil,  if  fome  miftake  not  the  prime 
fource,  and  as  it  labours  gradually  up  to  a 
crifis,  and  is  eradicated  by  a  kind  of  evapo¬ 
ration,  the  remedy  cannot  be  eafily  mifta- 
ken,  Innoculation  at  the  fame  time  feems 
nothing  more  than  apnemature  formation  of 
this  crifis,  or  the  ripening  it  into  perfec¬ 
tion.  To  this  purpofe  the  body  is  critically 
prepared  for  the  effed,  and  is  the  only  in- 
fiance  of  true  medical  fpirit  that  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  the  whole  courfe  of  Pradice ;  but 
the  point  I  am  aiming  at  is  yet  very  diffe¬ 
rent,  it  is  to  deftroy  this  malevolent  diftem- 
per  in  its  feminal  ftate  and  origin. 

This  diftemper  very  few  efcape,  in  any 
climate,  or  of  any  conftitution,  nor  that  are 
fubjed  to  its  baneful  influence,  more  than 
once;  and  therefore  may  be  reafonably  con¬ 
ceived 
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telved  to  have  its  origin  in  our  prime  ftateof 
exigence,  in  the  matrix  previous  to  the  birth, 
and  which  I  have  known  in  fome  meafure 
demonftrated,  from  a  conjecture  that  the 
ieeds  of  this  malady  exift  in  the  meconium, 
which  when  well  eradicated  at  the  birth, 
and  the  child  not  permitted  any  kind  of  food 
until  the  milk  of  the  mother  appears,  and 
then  for  fome  days  that  only.  So  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  this  has  been  well  considered,  nei¬ 
ther  ha^e  fits,  or  the  Small  Pox  enfued,  to 
any  fignificant,  or  dangerous  degree. 

Where  this  method  is  not  purfued,  as 
from  the  perverfenefs .  of  ignorant  nurfes, 
who  neither  Study  nature,  nor  will  be  guid¬ 
ed  by  experience,  the  prefervation  of  the 
party  eflentially  depends  on  timely  antidote, 
to  root  out  gradually  as  much  as  poffiblc 
the  latent  evil,  and  though  it  may  be  that 
no  remedy  is  effectual,  fome  may  be  fo  par¬ 
tially  beneficial  as  not  only  to  avoid  the  laft 
confequence,  but  even  to  preferve  our  fe¬ 
male  faces  from  this  defpoiler  of  beauty,  as 
will  more  particularly  appear  in  the  fequel  of 
this  difiertation. 
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The  Jaundice  fuppofed  by  fome  to  re«* 
fult  from  an  overflow  of  the  Bile,  is  at  once 
a  dangerous  and  difagreeable  diftemper,  and 
though  I  am  fenfible  it  often  proceeds  from 
other  caufes,  and  fome  of  them  very  perni¬ 
cious,  yet  in  its  firft  ftages  as  eafily  cured  as 
an  Ague.  Of  which  truth  many  inftances 
have  prefented,  but  when  permitted  to  pur- 
fue  its  progrefs  to  an  infalutary  degree,  the 
beft  Phyfician  finds  as  difficult  to  remedy,  as 
the  Surgeon  to  manage  adangerous  Gangrene* 
or  Ulcer,  as  when  once  it  comes  to  operate 
powerfully,  it  is  amazing  the  ravage  it  makes 
in  the  blood,  which,  as  in  fome  rheumatic 
cafes,  is  wholly  turned  to  corruption,  but  of 
a  more  poifonous  kind  ;  fuch  as  fait,  one  of 
the  happieft  fpecifics,  will  rarely  operate  up¬ 
on  to  any  eftedt ;  in  recent  ctfes,  many, 
efpecially  young  people,  have  been  cured  in 
twenty  four  hours,  fo  as  never  to  return,  but 
when  eftablifhed,  is  ufually  too  much  for  the 
labour  and  fkill  of  the  moft  ingenious  to  era¬ 
dicate  ;  however  this  is  not  impoflible,  tho’ 
out  of  the  common  road  of  Practice.  It  was 
probably  this  diftemper  in  particular,  that  in 
the  cafe  of  James  the  firft’s  Queen,  baffled 
all  the  prime  Phyficians  art,  and  was  with 
fo  much  facility  cured  by  Sir  falter  Raleigh  $ 

I  hav$ 
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I  have  fome  authority  for  faying  fq,  and  that 
Sir  Walter  was  rather  a  ftudier  of  nature, 
than  an  Efculapian  adept  in  the  modern 
practice.  I  have  experimented  what  was 
reported  of  that  great  man’s  noftrum,  and 
have  found  it  furprilingly  fuccefsful ;  but  my 
practice  in  this  cafe  having  only  been  upon 
young  people,  and  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
diftemper,  I  can  fpeak  no  farther. 

Fevers  of  various  kinds,  whether  refill  t- 
ing  from  a  violent  acceleration  of  the  blood 
riling  into  frenzy  from  obftru6tion  in  the  elaftic 
powers,  degenerating  into  Melancholy,  from 
a  fuperior  inadlion  of  corrupt  acids  or  alca- 
lies,-  or  from  whatever  motive  proceeding,  it 
may  be  readily  obferved,  that  ii  taken  care 
of  in  time,  and  the  judgment  clear  in  the 
caufe,  that  only  Palliatives  are  requifite.  I 
have  known  it  in  the  accelerate  kind,  cured 
merely  by  a  paftive  fubmillion,  and  reft,  the 
diftemper  has  in  due  time  attained  its  crilis, 
from  which  period  the  Patient  has  fuddenly 
returned  to  eafe  and  health. 

I  would  only  deduce  from  this  hint, 
that  as  the  accelerate  and  obftrudtive  often 
refolve  into  each  other,  the  loading  the  fto- 

X)  %  mach 
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mach  with  drugs  is  generally  very  pernici¬ 
ous.  It  i&ia  kind  of  war  againft  nature  and 
common  fenfe,  and  attempting  that  by  an 
unhappy  violence,  which  generally  fpeaking 
diluting  liquids,  and  a  very  fmall  matter  of 
Medicine  will  readily  perform.  Phlebotomy 
and  bliftering,  may,  for  ought  I  know,  be  in 
fome  cafes  requifite  ;  but  as  the  former  Is  apt 
to  backen  the  crifis,  the  other  to  torture  the 
Patient,  they  are  neither  of  them  adapted 
to  the  true  genius  of  Phyfic ;  however  I 
fpeak  of  this  but  partially,  for  whatever  prac® 
tice,  with  every  confideration  annexed,  has 
proved  to  be  juft,  the  powers  of  reafoning 
may  not  controvert,  and  can  only  fay,  that 
J  never  yet  obferved  either  to  be  neceflary. 

The  Dropsy  is  of  all  the  fpeciesof  cold 
diforders  the  moft  difficult  to  eradicate,  as 
it  is  ufually  confequent  of  a  relaxation  of 
the  folids,  which,  as  generally  fuppofed,  muft 
ftrft  be  recovered  back  to  their  priftine  tone, 
before  an  abfolute  cure  may  be  performed. 
The  truth  is,  that  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
cafe,  where  the  radical  heat  is  deftroyed,  an 
unnatural  fluid  will  refume  its  place,  and 
when  that  may  be  exterminated,  and  due 
care  taken  to  adminifter  proper  aliment,  there 
is  a  fair  profpecf  of  remedy »  It 
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It  has  generally  appeared  to  proceed  from 
a  predominate  ufe  of  improper  liquids,  that 
like  a  gradual  poifon  feed  on  and  weaken 
the  folids,  and  a  difule  of  corn  aliment.  The 
Buccaniers  hiftory  furniffies  us  with  various 
inftances,  if  we  had  not  fufficient  nearer 
home,  from  every  day's  experience  ;  when 
fudorifics,  and  a  proper  care  to  avoid  all 
kind  of  liquids,  as  much  as  poffible,  for  a 
time,  has  prov’d  effectual. 

Dampier  gives  us  a  very  diftindt  account 
of  his  method  of  cure  upon  himfelf.  He 
had  lived  long  without  bread,  the  difeafe  be¬ 
came  defperate,  and  was  cured  by  perfpira- 
tion,  in  one  of  the  hot  fand  baths  of  Apol¬ 
lo.  I  remember  fomething  like  it  mention¬ 
ed  of  Diogenes  the  Cynic,  but  he  wras  not  fo 
happily  cured ;  his  bath,  I  think,  was  bran 
and  hot  water  ;  but  this  did  not  in  any  fenfe 
equal,  that  regular  and  continuant  courfe  of 
perfpiration  intimated  hy  Dampier ,  and  it 
feems  difficult  for  even  art  to  procure  the 
like  in  this  climate  ;  nor  indeed  does  it  feem 
abfolutely  neceffary,  as  where  the  folids  are 
not  utterly  deftroyed,  and  the  patient  may  be 
content  to  live  a  ffiort  time  by  a  preferibed 
rule,  the  Dropfy  of  the  aqueous  kind,  is 

not 
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not  fo  difficult  to  be  mastered,  as  even  our 
prime  Phyficians  imagine ;  I  fay  imagine, 
for  when  I  fee  the  learned  tap  for  the  Drop- 
ly,  I  mu  ft  beg  their  pardon,  if  I  think  they 
are  rather  prefcribing  for  the  purfe  of  the 
Surgeon  than  the  recovery  of  the  Patient  ; 
at  beft,  this  courfe  is  but  partial,  I  have 
known  many  fuffer  under  this  prefcription, 
but  none  ever  cured. 

In  asthmatic  cafes,  we  find  the  na¬ 
tural  and  unnatural  moifture,  ufually  refult- 
ing  from  defective  intellects,  mingled  and 
congealed.  To  break  this  congelation,  and 
reftore  the  inteftines  to  their  priftine  ftate, 
is,  perhaps,  the  moft  difficult  attempt,  in 
medical  practice,  and  in  the  common  road* 
has  not,  I  think,  ever  yet  found  a  remedy. 
I  fhall  give  fome  hints,  that  may  lead  to  the 
point  in  view  :  the  caufe  of  Afthma  is  vari¬ 
ous,  and  fome  times  complicate  ;  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  Lungs  is  caufed  ufually  by  a  con¬ 
taminated  moifture,  that  feems  requifite  firft 
to  extraCt  and  if  fuch  extraction  fails  in 
the  appearances,  the  next  objeCt  is  the  dif- 
eafe  of  the  Liver,  to  be  remedied  by  an  art* 
not  yet  in  practice.  The  nature  and  genius 
of  both  thefe  operations  will  appear  in  due 

place. 
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place.  It  may  fuffice  here  to  fay,  that  if 
one  or  both  of  thefe  operations  adt  proper¬ 
ly,  other  interventions  will  be  exterminate 
of  courfe ;  and  then  if  the  Patient  can  be 
perfuaded  to  a  very  Ample  regimen,  it  is 
fomething  more  than  probable,  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  cure  may  enfue. 

In  leprous  cafes  once  confirmed,  the 
moft  powerful  remedies  are  ufually  of  little 
effeCt,  and  yet  at  firft  fight  appear  very  ob¬ 
vious,  becaufe  we  conceive  nothing  more  ne- 
ceflary  than  fuch  kind  of  aperitives  as  force 
a  paflage  through  the  pores,  and  open  a  free 
way  for  perfpiration. This  once  effected  and ju- 
dicioufly  continued,  intimates  a  certain  cure; 
this  forces  the  feed  of  difeafe  out  of  the 
blood,  and  vegetable  bathing  clears  away 
the  morbific  matter.  A  manner  of  living 
adapted  to  the  fubjeCt  mud  be  duly  attend¬ 
ed  to,  which  common  fenfe  will  readily  dic¬ 
tate  to  a  rational  perception.  Every  man  in 
the  courfe  of  nature  readily  finds  what  is 
proper  to  his  confutation  ;  few  men  are  in¬ 
jured  by  a  natural  eftrangement  from  recti¬ 
tude,  but  there  is  a  perverfenefs  in  many, 
that  makes  diftemper  fmile  at  the  lenient 
hand  of  remedy,  and  contemns  its  efficaci¬ 
ous 
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ous  powers ;  fuch  muft  purfue  their  owii 
courfe,  the  Spirit  of  Medicine  operates  not 
againft  irredtitude,  but  accident  or  mifhap  ; 
what  may  be  a  perfect  remedy  for  the  con- 
fiderate,  little  avails  the  wilful.  But  as  the 
more  fools,  the  more  Phyficians,  and  thofe 
who  live  by  this  profeffion*  are  confequent- 
ly  bettered  by  folly,  if  I  fhould  in  vain  ad- 
vife  men  to  be  wife,  their  being  otherwifc, 
will  not  be  of  any  prejudice  to  the  faculty, 
however  it  may  happen  to  the  reputation  of 
Medicine. 

Obstruction,  is  the  bafts  of  difeafe, 
from  whatever  caufe  refulting,  but  to  di- 
ftinguifh  the  various  caufes  from  whence 
obftrudtion  refults,  and  the  neceffary  reme¬ 
dies,  fafe  and  potent,  requires  an  uncom¬ 
mon  fagacity,  much  is  to  be  known  from 
the  pulfe,  much  from  the  countenance,  the 
ftate  of  the  finer  veftels,  the  urine,  &c.  but 
the  Phyfician  muft  learn  more  from  the  Pa¬ 
tient's  mouth,  and  moft  of  all  from  experi¬ 
ence.  The  confequence  of  blows  or  bruifes 
are  often  very  fatal,  and  the  corrupt  blood 
and  ferum  ftagnating  in  a  particular  part, 
equally  produces  difeafe,  as  bad  air  or  irre¬ 
gular  living,  or  even  where  the  feed  of  di- 
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ftemper  enters  into  our  firft  flate  of  being, 
and  propagates  with  natural  habit.  If  acci¬ 
dents  of  this  kind  are  not  attended  to  in 
time,  the  confequence  is  very  obvious.  I 
have  before  me  now  a  very  fingular  inftance; 
the  effedt  of  a  trufs  of  hay  falling  on  a  man 
from  fome  confiderable  height ;  I  have  been 
able  from  time  to  time  to  extract  furprifing 
quantities  of  matter,  that  when  lying  fome 
time  in  the  air,  feem  as  vitrified  in  a  glafs 
furnace,  and  feems  to  grow  in  the  head,  almoft 
as  fall  as  extradted.  Here,  I  muft  confefs, 
the  Spirit  of  Medicine  is  baffled  ;  fo  long  as 
this  evacuation  can  be  forced,  the  man  may 
be  preferved,  and  I  think  the  powers  ap¬ 
plied  may  be  fo  far  effectual,  which  taken 
in  time,  it  is  more  than  probable  an  entire 
diffipation  had  enfued.  I  fay  more  than 
probable,  becaufe  feveral  inftances  have  oc¬ 
curred,  in  recent  cafes,  where  the  fame 
power  has  had  that  happy  effedt,  and  where 
the  body  has  been  more  apparently  injured. 

In  all  cafes  where  cold  fimply  affedts  the 
head,  throat,  ftomach,  lungs,  (Sc.  ftimula- 
tion  and  rarefadtion  are  the  operative  pow¬ 
ers,  that  anfwer  every  effectual  purpofe, 

E  loofen 
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loofen  the  adhefion  of  the  lungs  to  the 
pleura,  evaporate  fiiperfluous  moiiture,  ex¬ 
terminate  wandering  vapours,  break  con¬ 
gealed  fluids,  and  by  the  force  of  diflipation 
prevent  pains,  fwellings  and  cholicky  dis¬ 
orders,  and  in  confirmed  cafes  is  the  moft 
fpeedy  mode  of  relief,  and  makes  Phleboto¬ 
my  totally  iinnecefiary. 

4  •>'-  . 

*  I  am  the  more  particular  in  this,  as  I 
have  obferved  unaccountable  confequences 
reful t  from  the  common  pradice  in  cold  dis¬ 
orders,  fevers,  lacerations,  and  I  know  not 
what  unhappy  effects.  The  head  is  an  ex¬ 
treme  delicate  part,  and  partially  afleded 
with  the  minuteft  accident,  fo  as  to  diftrad 
the  order  and  ©economy  of  the  human  mind, 
it  is  fuppofed  the  center  or  adjundion  of  all 
the  finer  veflels,  which  being  in  the  leaft 
prefled  affed  the  whole  frame $  timely  relief 
in  this  cafe  is  a  circumftance  to  be  courted, 
and  to  difperfe  thofe  light  fluids,  which  con- 
ftrud  the  bafis  of  evil,  a  matter  that  merits 
our  warmeft  attention. 

It  is  amazing  within  the  circle  of  the 
bills  of  mortality,  only,  to  fee  the  number 

of 
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of  people,  laid  up  with  fwelled  faces,  quin- 
fies,  cholics,  and  pleuritic  fevers,  when  per¬ 
haps  a  pair  of  bellows  applied  to  their  back- 
fides  in  time,  would  have  given  them  imme¬ 
diate  relief. 

I  have  heard  of  a  baboon  that  cured  a 

✓ 

Cardinal  of  a  Quinfey,  not  by  the  ufe  of  the 
bellows,  but  by  the  humour  of  capitation 
only.  A  certain  king  of  France  was  by  the 
operation  of  the  bellows  burnt  to  death,  but 
this  was  experimenting  the  powers  of  rare¬ 
faction  by  a  miftaken  mode,  fet  all  on  fire 
about  him,  and  confumed  him  in  the  flames; 
and  the  Cardinal  was  cured  by  a  fit  of 
laughter.  This  is  as  happy  an  inftance  as 
may  be  given  of  the  effeCt  of  ftimulation 
in  certain  cafes,  where  the  common  courfe 
of  Practice  provides  not  any  other,  or  fo 
ready,  and  eafy  method  of  diflipating  fixed 
fluids.  There  are  various  aromatic  pow¬ 
ders  of  our  own  growth,  that  would  have 
had  the  like  fuccefs,  without  the  accident 
of  laughter,  and  which  in  fuch  cafe,  would 
have  given  the  learning  of  the  DoCtor,  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  merit  of  the  monkey. 

\ 
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There  is  one  obfervation  to  be  made  in 
favour  of  the  Dodtor,  that  I  think  merits  re¬ 
gard,  it  is,  that  his  making  a  genteel  appea¬ 
rance,  and  at  the  fame  time  putting  on  the 
face  of  peruquial  gravity,  mens  vanity,  and 
womens  whim,  fathion  in  their  minds  a  de¬ 
fire  to  be  attended  by  fo  folemn  a  Teeming 
entity,  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  being  afi* 
fociate  with  apparent  wifdom,  rather  than 
fpeedy  remedy*  This  happy  turn  of  thought, 
at  once  concludes  in  favour  of  the  Dodtor, 
and  pleafure  of  the  Patient.  Delight  opens 
the  mind  to  Tatisfadtion  ;  fatisfadtion  gives  a 
glowing  warmth  to  the  fpirits.  Hence 
fprings  emotion,  emotion  agitates  the  vital 
fluid,  the  elaftic  powers  operate,  obfirudtion 
gradually  declines,  the  Dodhor’s  peruque  dis¬ 
appears,  and  the  Patient  returns  to  his  for¬ 
mer  flate* 

Th  ere  was  once  in  London  a  curious  ar- 
tift  in  the  Medical  way,  though  not  one  of 
the  faculty,  who  undertook  the  cure  of  pa¬ 
tients  by  the  fpirit  of  air ;  it  may  Teem  ex¬ 
traordinary,  yet  had  the  appearance  of  pro¬ 
bability,  and  perhaps  fuccefs.  He  had  en¬ 
quired  into  the  quality  of  the  refpedtive 
climes  calculated  to  decayed  conftitutions ; 

that 
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that  is  to  fay,  of  Lijbon ,  Montpelier ,  Naples, , 
&c.  His  fcheme  was  to  bring  the  falutary 
air  of  thofe  places  to  London ,  and  put  them 
in  the  Tower,  or  what,  as  he  fuppofed,  a- 
mounted  to  the  fame  thing,  to  conflitute, 
in  rooms  for  that  purpofe  difpofed,  fuch  a  fi- 
milarity  of  aetherial  quality,  as  might  an- 
fwer  the  fame  end.  This  was  to  be  effect¬ 
ed  by  drugs  and  fimples,  fo  maturated,  and 
modified  by  heat,  and  proportion,  as  to  com¬ 
mand  any  requifite  difpofition,  and  as  ful- 
phur  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  principal  ope¬ 
rator,  what  could  not  be  extracted  from  his 
prepared  materials,  and  fet  into  motion  by 
the  aid  of  fire  and  water,  were  to  be  fup- 
plied  by  native  fulphur  from  iTtna  or  Ve- 
fuvius. 

y  ey 

\ 

In  this  the  Al,chymijl  had  two  very  lauda¬ 
ble  views,  the  one  to  cure,  the  other  to  cure 
at  home  ;  and  confequently  at  once  to  bring 
health  to  this  moift  climate,  and  fave  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  debauchees  travelling  abroad  to  no 
purpofe,  as  it  has  rarely  appeared,  that  any 
have  been  much  mended  by  thefe  kind  of 
whimfical  peregrinations,  and  are  chiefly  in¬ 
tended  to  fave  the  Dodtor  from  the  difhonour 
of  feeing  his  patient  make  his  exit. 


In 
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In  this  light,  however  our  Al>chymiji  fuo 
ceeded,  in  the  quality  and  difpoiition  of  his 
air.  His  defign  evidently  intimated  himfelf 
well  difpofed,  and  as  thole  who  feek  gold  by 
the  like  motive  of  the  mind,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  procefs  often  difcover  fomething  that 
in  part  repays  their  induftry,  fo  it  may  pro¬ 
bably  happen,  that  a  thought  like  this  may 
be  the  means  of  future  utility.  The  bufi- 
nefs  being  only  to  fimilarife  the  air,  and  de¬ 
tain  it  in  fafe  cuftody,  nor  could  this  gen¬ 
tleman  have  thought  of  a  more  proper  place 
for  the  purpofe,  than  the  Tower  of  London 7 
as  the  fame  might  be  as  happily  remarkable 
for  the  benignant  rays  of  Apollo ,  as  for  the 
bloody  regimentals  of  Mars ,  or  the  deftruc- 
tive  iron  hands  of  Jufatia . 

The  great  queilion  now  in  difpute,  is, 
not  that  which  tends  moil  to  public  utility, 
but  whether  the  Difpenfary  pradticers,  that 
move  by  rule  and  order,  or  thofe  whofe  in¬ 
vention  fo  induces  them  to  adt,  as  may  give 
them  a  diftinguifhed  eclat ;  while  one  at¬ 
tacks  public  opinion  by  the  chariot  and  pair, 
the  other  by  a  kind  of  fuccindt  declamation 
proclaims  his  fuperior  merit. 
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The  Phyfician  and  the  £{uack  ar®  the  ge¬ 
neral  terms,  by  which  they  are  ufually  di- 
ftinguifhed ;  but  there  is  a  third  party,  that 
aCt  in  the  nature  of  dragoons,  of  whom,  to 
fpeak  in  figure,  may  be  faid  to  fight  horfe 
and  foot,  that  occafionally  deal  in  noflrum, 
and  regular  Practice,  that  as  one  fails,  the 
other  may  be  as  a  prop  to  fupport  their  cha¬ 
racter  and  dignity.  This  is  hardly  fair,  but 
as  avarice,  or  merely  a  defire  to  fihine,  drives 
men  out  of  all  rule  and  order  j  and  that 
courfe  anlwers  the  main  end  in  view,  it 
feems  not  requifite  to  be  confined  in  narrow 
limits,  when  the  univerfe  is  open  to  the 
range  of  Roficrucian  idea. 

M  Y  good  friend  above,  whom  I  have 
mentioned  as  a  pradtifer  in  air,  may  in  fome 
meafure  be  efteemed  a  dragoon  s  for  altho* 
as  being  a  Clergyman  he  might  be  very  fen- 
fible  that  words  are  but  wind,  and  confe- 
quently  air  the  main  part  of  his  profeffion, 
but  as  the  health  of  the  body  and  mind,  are 
in  their  nature  apparently  diftinCt,  however 
in  fome  meafure  dependent,  the  man  who 
prefumes  on  the  cure  of  both,  is  evidently 
a  dragoon. 
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I  mean  fiot  here,  that  a  man  is  the 
worfe  for  being  a  dragoon,  as  might  refledt 
on  my  good  friend  Doffor  James,  it  rather 
expreffes  an  extent  of  genius ;  a  kind  of 
launching  out  of  dull  mechanic  pradtice,  to 
which  men  of  the  moft  ffiining  parts  rarely 
adhere.  The  only  misfortune  of  this  is,  that 
when  we  affix  a  general  name  to  diftempers 
of  a  very  different  kind,  and  fay,  that  this, 
or  that  noftrum  will  indiftindtly  remedy,  we 
recur  to  my  ftrft  principle,  that  various  ma¬ 
ladies  may  have  one  and  the  fame  fource, 
and  confequently  be  relieved  by  one  and  the 
fame  application,  but  it  becomes  a  Angular 
miftake,  when  we  give  to  diftindt  diftem¬ 
pers  the  fame  denomination. 

To  apply  this  reflection,  the  term  Fever 
is  univerfal,  but  the  fource  of  this  general 
evil,  in  many  cafes  diftindt,  as  a  Plethora, 
or  want  of  nutriment,  a  contaminated  air, 
or  the  refult  of  cold,  &c .  equally  produce 
this  general  term.  The  Small  Pox,  as  men¬ 
tioned  before,  is  another  fpecie  of  Fever, 
and  though  the  pleuretic  may  be  generally 
the  refult  of  cold,  yet  as  it  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens  from  other  accident,  much  more  po¬ 
tent  remedy  may  be  requilite  than  in  general 

cafes. 
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Hence  it  is  not  very  dear,  that  this  ingeni¬ 
ous  gentleman’s  fpecific  will  remedy  every 
fpecie  of  Fever;  but  if  the  noftrum  and  the 
Dodtor  both  attend,  as  in-unioned  in  the 
dragoon j  what  the  noftrum  cannot  effedt, 
the  Dodtor  may  remedy. 

My  learned  and  ingenious  friend  Doctor 
Hill  has  confidered  this,  with  great  atten¬ 
tion  and  fagacity,  and  has  improved  upon 
the  Ample  dragoon  by  a  projedtion  of  dif¬ 
ferent  noftrums  to  be  applied  to  each  diftindt 
fpecie  of  Fever  ;  but  whether  thefe,  or  any 
of  them,  have  yet  obtained  the  fandtion  of 
the  Admiralty,  or  of  its  council,  in  this  cafe* 
the  fea-furgeons,  I  am  unapprized  ;  but  if 
we  may  judge  of  the  Dodtor’s  fkill  in  Medi¬ 
cine*  by  the  ufual  rule  of  profit  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  he  has  fucceeded  to  admiration* 
This  Mr.  Baldwin  can  as  well  illuftrate  on 
the  one  part,  as  Mr.  Newbery  on  the  other ; 
and  neither  of  thefe  gentlemens  fkill  in 
Pharmacy,  or  their  veracity,  can  be  reafona- 
bly  called  in  queftion. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  mention  one 
eminent  man  more,  tho’  I  do  not  well  know 
how  to  place  him  in  this  luftrum,  as  hepre- 
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tends  publicly  to  the  cure  of  one  difeafeon- 
ly,  and  though  of  a  very  diftindt  nature,  and 
his  remedies  very  potent,  whether  through 
ill  hap,  miftaking  the  diftemper,  or  difap- 
probation  of  his  Medicine,  he  feldom  hits 
upon  a  cure,  as  I  myfelf,  who  have  confi- 
dered  its  powers,  am  one  inftance  among!! 
many,  the  author  of  Gotham  another,  and 
io  on  to  a  folio  volume, 

I  h  ave  not  mentioned  this  difeafe  be* 
fore,  as  neither  finding  it  prefcribed  for  in 
the  Difpenfary,  or  characterized  by  the  Me¬ 
dical  Moderns.  I  am  aware  the  reader  is 
impatient  to  be  informed,  what  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  malady  may  be,  what  the  Medi¬ 
cine.  and  who  the  Dodtor.  I  cannot  help 
mens  impatience  who  read,  that  is  a  diftem¬ 
per,  if  not  peculiar  to  this  clime,  as  much 
requires  an  efficacious  remedy,  as  that,  of 
which  I  am  about  to  fpeak. 

|he  Bodtor  is  certainly  a  man  that  has 
fomething  to  do  with  Medicine,  hut  the  re- 
verfe  of  my  air  Dodtor  abovementioned  ;  be 
tinned  his  parts,  from  attention  to  the  health 
of  the  mind,  to  falutary  operations  on  the 
body.  Him,  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  with 

equal 
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equal  fuccefs,  feems  to  negledt  the  care  of 
our  bodies,  and  preferibes  fimply  to  the 
mind.  The  difeafe  he  fets  his  heart  upon 
curing,  however  ftrong  upon  them,  I  never 
yet  knew  any  that  would  acknowledge  them- 
j’elves  fubjedtto;  but  I  fhall  mention  fome- 
thing  more  amazing. 

There  appeared  once  in  the  town  of 

Stamford ,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln ,  a  man 

polfelfed  of  a  famous  noftrum,  for  the  cure 

of  an  incurable  malady,  ufually  called  the 

Gout :  but  this  lame  man  was  at  the  fame 
* 

time  fo  much  affedted,  as  neither  to  be  able 
to  ftir  hand  or  foot.  It  is  no  uncommon 
inllance  !  ' 

The  parallel  is  here  corredt.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  I  have  been  fometime  fpeaking  about  Is 
in  exadtly  the  like  ftuation  ;  he  has  dif- 
penfed  his  noftrum  to  fo  little  purpofe,  that 
he  cannot  even  cure  himfelf,  and  as  no  one 
living  was  ever  known  to  fwallow  the  bitter 
pill,  I  perceive  not  its  utility ;  however  he 
goes  on  preferibing  monthly.  Some  of  his 
Patients  laugh,  fome  are  angry,  others  con¬ 
ceive  it  mere  matter  of  form  ;  and  this  epi¬ 
demic  difeafe  rages  as  madly  as  ever,  with- 
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out  even  a  profpedt  of  relief,  on  the  part  of 
the  Dodtor,  or  in  favour  of  his  Patient. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  Seculars  or 
Quacks,  as  of  Regulars  or  Fhyficians.  The 
one,  and  him  the  moft  eminent,  that  has 
fome  acquaintance  with  Botany,  Chymiftry, 
Pharmacy,  &c.  that  has  read  Paracelfus  and 
"Jacob  Behmen,  and  bent  his  attention  to 
fomething  medically  fublime.  This  man 
may  be  faid  to  know  fomething ;  he  has 
not  perhaps  confidered  conftitution  or  habit, 
more  than  the  Difpenfary  man,  but  reafons 
generally,  from  partial  or  particular  princi¬ 
ples  ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  example,  obftruc** 
tion  fomewhere,  puts  the  human  frame  in 
diforder,  and  concludes,  that  an  obftrudtion 
fomewhere,  is  an  obftrudtion  any  where  ; 
and  confequently,  that  whatever  Medicine 
is  fufficiently  powerful  to  remove  a  diforder 
any  where,  will  certainly  reach  it  fome¬ 
where  ;  this  is  generally  fpeaking  the  end 
of  his  tedder. 

The  other  is,  in  this  courfe  of  happy 
pradtice,  one  who  neither  has,  nor  pretends 
to  have  any  fkill  in  Medicine,  other  than 
what  he  has,  perhaps,  very  good  authority 

for  a 
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for  -9  that  is  to  fay,  what  fprings  from  the 
labour  and  experience,  of  fome  one  or  more, 
long  fince  eminent,  but  at  prefent  with  the 
Regulars  out  of  faflhion,  as  more  modern  than 
Efcul aphis  and  the  Sun.  But  a  recipe  under 
the  fan&ion  of  this  diflinguifhed  name,  fall¬ 
ing  by  fome  accident  into  the  hands  of  one, 
who  chufes  to  be  as  wife,  and  as  rich  as  his 
neighbours,  conflitutes  this  fecond  fpecie  of 
Quackery,  no  otherwife  amifs,  than  as  it 
may  chance  to  be  wrongly  applied,  but  that 
is  to  be  the  care  of  the  purchafer,  but  re¬ 
flects  not  at  all  on  the  learning  of  the  Doc¬ 
tor,  however  it  may  affedt  his  morals. 

There  is  one  point,  that  I  conceive  has 
never  yet  been  clearly  determined  by  the 
learned  Medical  Moderns,  I  mean  the  Aca¬ 
demic  Regulars  $  the  queflion  is.  Why  a 
man  of  no  learning,  in  the  regular  way, 
can  readily  cure  a  horfe,  while  the  moft 
learned  of  the  profeflion  are  notorioufly  at 
a  lofs  about  remedies  for  the  difeafes  of  an 
Afs  ?  The  difference  in  this  cafe  feems  to 
be  the  fame  as  between  the  Quack  and  the 
Phyfician  ;  the  latter  accounts  for  what  he 
cannot  cure,  the  former  cures  what  he  can¬ 
not  account  for.  The  why  and  wherefore, 

is 
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is  not  the  concern  of  the  one,  nor  a  clear 
and  diftindl  knowledge  of  remedy  the  care 
of  the  other ;  and  then  it  only  remains  at 
the  patient’s  option,  whether  he  feledts  to 
be  operated  upon,  by  form  and  fafhion,  or 
by  accident ;  nor  can  the  event  determine 
which  moft  eligible,  becaufe  Dame  Nature 
may  at  laft  have  proved  the  beft  Dodtor ;  for 
I  cannot  conceive,  notwithstanding  the  heal¬ 
ing,  or  killing  power  of  Medicine,  why  na¬ 
ture  and  fate  fhould  not  participate  in  the 
reputation  of  killing,  or  curing  a  patient,  as 
either  of  the  faid  Doftors. 

If  the  dodtrine  of  Medicine  be  only  go¬ 
verned  by  prefcriptive  rule,  and  mode  or  fa¬ 
fhion  fimply,  affume  the  place  of  judgment 
and  experience,  it  will  necefiarily  follow, 
that  genius  is  of  little  avail  in  the  Medical 
Art,  nor  may  infpiration,  the  foul  of  genius, 
operate  to  any  Significant  effedt  -3  yet  when 
1  fee  a  young  Phyfician  prefcribe,  or  a  juve¬ 
nile  Parfon  in  the  pulpit,  and  am  to  fup- 
pofe  they  are  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  their 
refpedtive  profeflions,  I  mult  conclude,  that 
either  mere  mode  or  fafhion  is  their  guide, 
or  that  an  inlpired  genius  didlates  the  doc¬ 
trine,  or  prescription,  as  it  may  not  be  rea- 
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jfonably  imagined  whence  judgment  or  ex¬ 
perience  fhould  fpring,  and  without  infpira- 
tion,  or  experience,  the  confiderate  mind 
is  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  dependence  may 
be,  on  mere  regular  practice. 

Mr.  Le  Sage ,  in  one  of  his  droll  obfer- 
vations  on  thp  progrefs  of  death,  gives  us  a 
very  fignificant  picture  of  deftrudtion,  by 
placing  it  in  different  forms  on  the  wings  of 
his  portrait.  Upon  the  one  of  thefe  wings 
is  war,  peftilence,  famine,  fire,  &c.  and  on 
the  other  a  covey  of  young  Phyficians,  that 
are  in  the  prefence  of  Death  to  be  made  Doc¬ 
tors,  who  gives  them  the  Diploma,  having 
firft  fworn,  they  will  never  practice  Medi¬ 
cine,  otherwife  than  at  prefent  pradticed, 
intimating  that  the  grave  pueriles  on  the 
one  wing,  will  by  the  regularity  of  their 
condudt,  contribute  as  much,  as  thofe  on  the 
other  wing,  by  their  varied  adtion,  to  the 
common  deftrudtion.  But  I  think  he  carries 
the  farcafm  a  little  too  far,  when  he  repre- 
fents  in  one  other  pidture,  a  young  nobleman 
expiring,  notwithstanding  he  is  under  the  di- 
redtion  of  a  Dodtor  of  great  fame,  and  as  he 
remarks,  it  may  be,  becaufe  he  is  under  the 
diredtion  of  that  famous  Dodtor. 
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May  I  be  permitted  to  fay,  that  Phyfi- 
cians  who  practice  by  a  prefcribed  rule,  on 
all  conftitutions  indiftinCtly,  are  as  much 
Quacks,  as  thofe  who  prefcribe  the  fame 
Medicine  for  different  diftempers,  and  per¬ 
haps  much  more  fo ;  for  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved  more,  and  fhall  be  effectually  juftified 
in  the  fequel,  that  di  (temper,  feemingly  dif¬ 
ferent,  may  have  the  like  fource,  and  that 
whatever  Medicine  is  endued  with  the  full 
power  of  ftimulation  and  rarefaction,  may 
cure  fuch  varied  Maladies  in  any  conftitu- 
lion,  but  it  is  not  quite  fo  clear  that  a  pre¬ 
ferred  remedy,  for  this  or  that  particular 
difeafe,  may  anfwei*  the  fame  purpofe,  by  a 
particular  power  adapted  to  that  difeafe,  for 
although  general  powers  may  operate  in  par¬ 
ticular  cafes  on  all  conftitutions  to  good  ef¬ 
fect,  it  will  not  follow,  that  particular  or 
partial  powers  will  operate  alike  on  all 
conftitutions. 

The  Peruvian  Bark  is,  I  mull;  confefs, 
almoft  a  contradiction  to  this  rule  *  but  even 
here,  the  conftitution  muft  be  firft  reduced 
to  the  Nature  of  the  Medicine,  or  it  proves 
far  from  being  falutarv,  and  has  this  in  its 
favour  in  preference  to  other  adapted  Me¬ 
dicine, 
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Medicine,  that  the  diftemper  it  generally 
cures,  is  certainly  known  and  diftinguifhed. 
Which  is  not  ufually  the  cafe  in  current  dif- 
orders  ;  but  here,  there  needs  not  celebra¬ 
ted  learning,  to  tell  when  a  Fever  inter¬ 
mits,  or  an  Ague  fhakes  the  body.  Thefe 
are  obvious  enough,  without  fo  much  fa- 
gacity  as  is  requifite  to  ftrangle  a  cat  $  but 
in  permanent  or  continuant  Fevers,  fubjedt 
to  a  variety  of  appearances,  their  nature, 
caufe  and  cure  is  not  fo  certainly  known, 
as  to  give  juft  reafon  to  depend  on  an  a- 
dapted  remedy ;  fuppofe  that  Medicine  a  fpe- 
cific,  and  the  difeafe  was  certainly  known, 
for  there  is  yet  one  thing  more  to  be  con- 
fidered. 

There  is  an  old  ftory,  however  true  or 
not,  is  apt  to  the  prefen t  purpofe,  as  it 
may  give  a  clear  and  diftindt  idea  of  my 
meaning  to  the  moft  ordinary  mind.  A 
Welchman  ill  of  forne  kind  of  Fever,  was, 
after  taking  much  Phyfic,  cured  without 
the  aid  of  the  Dodtor,  by  leeks  and  toaft- 
ed  cheefe.  The  Doctor  informed  of  this, 
concluded  well  enough  there  might  be  fomc 
latent  fpecific  in  one,  or  both  of  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  ;  but  having  tried  the  experiment 
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on  an  Englifhman,  to  whom  leeks  and 
cheefe  were  not  conftitutional,  he  found 
himfelf  in  a  fatal  error,  and  perhaps  roaft 
beef  might  have  been  a  more  happy  pre- 
fcription.  A  propos  to  this,  it  feems  a  fa- 
fhion  at  prefent  to  prefcribe  beef-drink  to 
Patients  in  Fevers:  we  had  this  wife  doc¬ 
trine  from  our  neighbours" on  the  other  fide 
the  Channel,  and  I  fhould  think  is  more 
adapt  to  an  Englifh,  than  to  a  French  con- 
ftitution,  yet  is  it  prefcribed  indifcriminate- 
Jy,  perhaps  as  properly,  as  the  leeks  and 
cheefe.  However,  I  muft  obferve  there  may 
be  more  propriety  in  it,  as  the  French  are 
much  fubject  to  a  difeafe  they  call  the  Pi- 
tuit ,  a  kind  of  flow  Fever,  that  requires 
nutriment,  and  to  which  this  prefcript  is 
not  improperly  adapted, 

A  Man  who  has  lived  to  hear  the  moft 
eminent  Phyficians  called  Quacks,  and  the* 
moft  eminent  Quacks,  Phyficians,  cannot 
eafiiy,  at  this  time,  refign  his  underftanding 
to  mode  or  ouinion.  And  if  the  n  oft  rum 

i 

conftitutes  the  Quack,  it  feems  to  me  that 
when  fuch  may  be  obtained,  the  Fhyfician 
feldom  refufes  to  patronife  it,  in  which 
light  this  invidious  term  of  Quack  feems 

rather 
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rather  the  refult  of  envy  than  propriety. 
Medical  men  in  high  pradice  laugh  at  this, 
but  wherever  the  young  Phyfician  ads,  and 
the  Apothecary  governs,  all  men  are 
Quacks,  who  do  not  prefcribe  with  more 
freedom  than  judgment ;  fo  I  remember 
Dr.  Radcliff,  a  Quack,  and  many  others 
fince  his  time,  and  the  meaning  of  the  term 
now  feems  to  be,  not  the  Medicine-monger 
who  cures  all  difeafes,  but  him  who  refufes 
to  poifon  his  Patients- by  the  hands  of  the 
Apothecary  ;  that  is  the  Man  ! 

If  Quackery  be  eftimated  by  noftrum. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  and  Dr.  Mead  feem  to  claim 
the  charader,  with  as  happy  a  grace  as  any 
of  our  modern  advertifers,  as  Dr.  Rock , 
Dr.  Lowtber,  or  any  other  felf- diploma-' 
ted  Dodors.  Yet  in  common  fetrfe,  the 
man  who  can  certainly  cure  any  one  parti- 
-cular  diftemper  in  every  conftitution,  may 
be  efteemed  a  good  Phyfician,  though  he 
never  had  fo  much  as  a  diftant  proiped  of 
Oxford,  Cambridge,  Edinburgh,  &c.  as  him 
who  difcovered,  that  fpirit  of  fait  was  the 
moft  falutary  remedy  for  the  bite  of  a  mad 
dog,  furely  merits  commendation,  though 
he  may  no  more  be  able  to  account  for  its 
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mode  of  operation,  than  him  who  firfl  in¬ 
troduced  the  Peruvian  Barky  and  his  judg¬ 
ment  only  refults  from  the  fame  turn  of 
thought,  as  him  who  firft  dictated  Myrrh 
as  the  grand  prefervative  againft  corruption  $ 
yet  might  all  thefe  reafon  in  their  minds, 
on  more  found  principles,  than  thofe  af¬ 
fluent  fpirits,  who  divert  themfelves,  and 
the  public,  with  volumes  of  hard  words, 
and  pretty  periods,  that  ufually  terminate 
in  nothing  but  mere  amufement. 

In  the  various  order  of  practice,  that 
from  time,  to  time  prefen ts,  a  new  fcheme 
appears  recommended  to  public  approba¬ 
tion,  the  labour  of  the  learned  Dr  Theo-* 
bald',  I  have  not  had  the  pleafure  of  peru¬ 
sing  this  extraordinary  performance,  but 
perceive  it  intended  to  make  every  man  his 
own  Phylician  s  but  whether  this  notable 
institution  be  formed,  for  univerfal  Doc¬ 
tors,  above  or  under  forty  years  of  age,  I 
am  not  yet  apprifed.  My  reafon  for  this 
enquiry  is,  that  as  the  proverbs  of  every 
nation  are  ufually  fuccindt  verities,  we 
Britons  have  as  much  eight  to  depend  on 
ours  as  other  people,  and  as  it  is  a  known 
adage,  that  every  man  turned  of  forty,  is 

a  Fool 's 
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a  Fool,  or  a  Phyjician .  I  may  be  allowed  on  . 
the  credit  of  that  adage  to  conclude,  that  the 
Dodtor’s  plan  is  limited  to  the  nonage  of 
Phyfic  and  wifdom,  medically,  or  intui¬ 
tively  inherent,  and  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs, 
whether  his  plan  be  an  abftradt  of  the  Dif- 
penfaries,  prefcriptions  from  his  own  expe¬ 
rience,  or  acquired  from  remote,  or  occult 
caufes,  becaufe  in  either  cafe  it  feems  to  be 
an  affront  on  us  who  are  turned  of  forty 
years  of  age,  as  fuppofing  we  are  not  our  owa 
Phyficians  already,  but  if  he  writes  only  to 
thofe  who  are  under  forty,  why  then  it  mat¬ 
ters  not  much  from  whence  he  derives  his 
dodtrine  ;  and  if  at  laft  he  is  fo  happy,  as  to 
make  every  diftindl  prefcript  a  noftrum,  a- 
dapted  at  once  to  difeafe  and  con  dilution* 
I  fhall  beg  leave,  not  only  to  conclude  hira 
a  greater  man,  but  alfo  more  eminent  in 
the  cabaliflic  Talifmanic  onemancy ,  than  Cor¬ 
nelius  Agrippa ,  Albertus  Magnus y  Baptijla 
Porta ,  Jacob  Behmen ,  Raimond  Lully ,  or  him 
that  wrote  fifteen  volumes  in  folio,  to  $$ 
wife  a  purpofe  as  them  all  put  together. 

I  cannot  conceive  on  what  principle 
of  reafon  Dr.  'Theobald  prefumes  to  make 
every  man  his  own  Phyjician  5  even  thole  un¬ 
der 
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der  forty  years  of  age,  or  to  pre  tend  to  in- 
ftrud:  the  world  in  an  art  they  have  long 
fince  been  perfect  matters  in,  when  every 
day  presents  to  our  view,  not  only  falutary 
Balfarnics,  fage  Tinctures,  elfential  Spirits, 
Jefuit’s  Drops,  Cauttic  Alcali,  Dropfy  Pow¬ 
ders,  Fiftula  Pafte,  White  Drop,  Red 
Drop,  Bitter  Pill,  Blue  Pill,  Trochees  of 
Long  Life,  Anti-febriles,  &c,  &c .  befides 
the  Medical  Mufeura,  Dr.  Newbery,  Dr* 
Dvffy,  Dr.  Anderjbnt  Dr.  Lowther ,  &c.  &c. 
who  are  publiftiers  of  abfolute  Specifics, 
which  every  man  has  at  command,  and 
can  be  cured  at  pleafure  ;  now  as  abfolute 
.certainty  is  the  foul  of  noftrom,  and  in  this 
univerfal  fcientific  Medical  Metropolis,  al¬ 
ways  at  hand,  for  the  purpofe  of  health, 
there  feems  net  any  neceffity  for  Diploma- 
tiques.  Apothecaries,  or  Books,  the  Medici¬ 
nal  Warehoufes  furnifh  all  that  is  neceffary, 
and  feem  to  claim  pre-eminence,  as  general¬ 
ly  deduced  from  antique  preferipts ;  and 
therefore  command  veneration,  and  that 
every  man  who  is  ill,  knowing  that  he  is 
lick,  and  generally  what  made  him  fo,  may 
readily  preferibe  to  himfelf,  from  the  re- 
fpedtive  advertifements,  what  at  once  bett 
fuits  his  diftemper  and  conftitution. 

Arcana 
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Arcana  in  Phyfic,  as  My  fiery  in  Law 
and  Divinity,  as  it  makes  fcience  dear,  and 
fees  prepofterous,  naturally  induces  men 
of  acute  wits,  and  warm  imaginations,  to 
make  free  with  fcience,  and  when  men  find 
the  remedy  as  good  for  a  penny  as  a  pound, 
and  know,  or  fancy  they  know,  what  they 
have  for  their  money,  they  will  all  necefla- 
rily  become  diffenters  from  the  eftablifhed 
mode,  and  rather  confider  the  Phyfician 
as  a  man  of  fafhion,  than  a  man  of  fkill, 
and  this  more  efpecially  when  they  obferve 
young  men  pretend  to  that  experience, 
which  age  and  affiduity  united ,  rarely  at¬ 
tains,  to  any  tolerable  degree  of  perfection. 

»  i 

If  we  were  as  tenacious  here  of  the 
health  of  the  people,  as  in  Spain  of  pre¬ 
ferring  their  language  pure  and  unfophifti- 
cated,  and  if  at  the  fame  time  any  proba¬ 
ble  means  could  be  eftablifhed,  to  make 
fees  moderate.  Medicine  reafonable,  and 
only  lkilful  men  prefcribe  -y  that  is  to  fay, 
if  we  could  make  that  arbitrary,  which  is 
free,  and  that  lawful,  which  no  law  may 
regularly  command,  we  might  be  as  happy 
in  this  refpedt  by  the  force  of  power,  as 
are  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  ftate  of  Ra - 

gufa 


gufa  by  immemorial  cuftom,  and  tho*  I  am 
not  aware  how  the  like  rule  might  operate 
in  more  populous  places*  I  am  apprehen- 
five,  that  if  a  Phyfician.  was  paid  by  the 
ftate,  to  attend  any  divifion  of  the  Town, 
and  that  only,  it  is  probable  that  even  our 
folly  would  not  always  be  attended  with 
the  fame  fatal  effedts  as  at  prefent  •>  that  is, 
men  would  not  be  io  readily  deftroyed,  by 
carelefs  advice,  and  bad,  or  improper  Me¬ 
dicine,  the  Spirit  of  Medicine  would  ope¬ 
rate  on  our  purfes,  as  well  as  our  health  i 
and  though  fome  men  cannot  only  afford, 
but  have  a  pleafure  in  paying  high,  the 
generality  are  often  as  much  injured  by  the 
cure  as  by  the  malady. 

This  feems  an  evil,  as  difficult  to  remedy, 
as  the  itch  of  fcribbling,  but  what  neither 
law,  nor  policy,  can.  or  will  aid  us  in,  ge¬ 
nerally  comes  out  by  a  kind  of  providence, 
to  give  us  relief ;  for  as  when  the  fcribbler 
fails  in  the  profit  of  his  labour,  by  the  a- 
bundanCe  of  the  like  attempts,  his  purpofe 
is  not  anfwered,  fo  in  the  Practice  of  Phy-* 
lie,  many  engaging  gluts  the  market,  and 
makes  it  worth  the  while  of  very  few,  to 
fludy  Medicine  as  a  fcience,  or  purfue  it 

merely 
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merely  as  a  profeffion,  but  rather  to  ad  like 
the  players  in  Holland,  labour  at  fome  other 
avocation  all  day,  and  in  the  evening  make 
their  diyerfion  their  profit,  and  when  added 
to  the  multiplicity  of  men  in  fcience  and  ar¬ 
cana,  the  men  of  noftrum  enlifl  and  over- 
ftock  the  regiments,  it  may  be  the  means,  of 
thofe  who  believe  they  ftudy,  being  more 
attentive,  but  at  the  fame  time  muft  caufe 
fuch  a  diffipation  of  the  common  affluence, 
as  that  few  may  appear  with  fplendor,  and 
confequently  give  that  but  a  mean  afpeft, 
which  otherwife  might  be  confidered  as  a 
noble  profeffion. 

t 

When  human  nature,  the  frame  of  our 
bodies,  our  common  and  uncommon  manner 
of  living;  the  evils  We  create  ourfelves,  and 
thofe  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  are  all 
attentively  confidered  and  compared,  we 
are  generally  either  wrecked  by  a  gradual 
poifon  in  the  blood,  or  by  a  decay  of  the 
folids,  acquire  a  condenfed  air,  that  fubjedts 
us  to  a  variety  of  obftrudtions ;  the  one  pro¬ 
duces  what  we  call  by  the  general  name  of 
confumption,  the  other  fuch  a  variety  of 
diforders  as  creates  fome  difficulty  to  find 
naines  for,  as  lunacy,  gout,  ftone,  ague, 

Id  afthma, 
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afthma,  pleurify,  epilepfy ,  rheumatifm, 
dropfy,  jaundice,  intermitting,  pretermit- 
ting,  flow,  acute,  and  an  hundred  other  fe¬ 
vers  and  diftempers,  that  fuperabound  terms 
of  art,  or  common  colloquy  to  difcufs ;  but 
if  this  was  only  the  cafe,  and  the  caufe  of 
diforder  bounded  in  fo  narrow  a  fphere,  it 
may  be  imagined  that  very  few  remedies, 
potent  in  their  kind,  might  anfwer  all  the 
purpofe  of  fcience,  except  that  in  fuch  cate. 
Medicine  would  not  be  any  fcience  at  all, nor 
the  Apothecary,  a  trade  worth  following, 
the  Druggift,  the  Chymift,  &e.^  at  a  lofs  to 
live,  and  only  the  patient  happy  in  furviving 
a  torment,  that  harms  him  more  than  his 

difeafe.  > 

I  shall  conclude  this  brief  difiertation 
with  a  trite  ftory, which  the  reader  may  reft* 
on  in  what  light  he  pleafes.  Y>v  .RadcliffhzA  a 
favourite  fervant,  who  was  fuddenly  taken 
extreme  ill,  and  the  Dodtor  coming  to  attend 
him,  in  order  to  prefcribe  for  his  recovery, 
the  man  faid,  My  good  mafter,  permit  me  to 
aflc  you  one  favour.  With  all  my  heart  re¬ 
plied  the  Dodtor,  pray  what  may  it  be?  It  is 
only  Sir,  to  let  me  die  a  natural  death,  an 
not  be  poifoned  by  the  Apothecary. 

END  of  the  First  Part- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

MY  printer  came  to  me  this  morning, 
with  a  very  grave  face,  and  paid  me 
fo  many  compliments  on  the  excellence  of 
this  little  Performance,  as  plainly  indicated 
fome  meaning  as  he  fpoke,  I  ftudied  his 
countenance,  and  perceiving  he  wanted 
fomething,  I  afked  him  what  it  was  ?  He 
anfwered,  the  favour  of  advertifing  a  Specific 
at  the  tail  of  the  Book ;  he  faid,  he  fhould 
not  have  defired  it,  but  being  told,  that  I 
was  an  Arabian ,  that  the  Medicine  was  ori¬ 
ginally  of  my  country,  and  that  it  had  cured 
here  at  leaft  an  hundred  thoufand  people,  he 
thought  its  being  fo  placed  would  not  de¬ 
mean  my  labour.  I  took  time  to  confider 
his  petition,  and  finding  the  fame  to  be  true, 
fo  far  as  my  enquiry  extended,  the  faid  prin¬ 
ter  has  my  licence  to  advertife  as  requefted. 

Aben  Zebra. 


_ _  —  -  — -  —  -  —  ■-  ■ 

advertisement. 


THE  Royal  Patent  Medicinal  Snuff,  fo  v/ell 
known  to  the  ancients,  under  the  charade- 
rittic  of  the  Pulvis  Phanic^e^  the  univerfal  Specific 
in  all  maladies  the  refult  of  cold,  fix’d  air,  or  wan¬ 
dering  Vapours,  whence  fpring  Agues,  Afthmas, 
Cholics,  Dropfies,  Dyfenteries,  Epileplies,  Paint¬ 
ings,  Gout,  Stone,  Swimmings,  ^Swellings  in 

the 


f  .w ] 

the  face  and  neck.  Stitches  in  the  bread  and 
fide,  Pleuriftes,  Quiniles,  Indigeitions,-  and  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  diforders,  to  which  our  tender  frame, 
and  carelels  manner  of  living,  are  fubjedt.  And 
its  operative  powers  are  fo.ftrong  and  forcible,  the 
quantity  prefcribed  fo  minute,  fo  fafe  and  falutary, 
as  gives  it  an  infinite  preference  to  all  other  general 
Medicines,  .  The"  ancients  ever  ufed  it  as  their  laft 
refource  whenever  accident  required,  or  weaknefs 
of  the  i'ntelledts  by  an  unhappy  habit,  demanded 
quick  red  refs,  as  where  blows,  bruifes,  or  hidden 
cold,  endangered  ftagnation,  and  as  a  fover'eign 
antidote  again  ft-  peftilential  vapours  ;  its  fcimula- 
tive  and  rarefadtive  qualities  are  amazing,  even 
to  thofe  who  prepare  it,  and  whether  as  other 
Medicines,  pr  as  Snuff,  has  never  yet  been, 
known  to  fail  of  a  due  and  happy  effecL  Pre¬ 
pared  as  ufual,  and  Sold  Wholefale  and  Retale, 
by  JOS  E  PH  LE1G  H,  at  the  Acorn  in 
P/oodJlfeet ,  Spittalftelds ;  in  Papers  fufficient  in 
general  cafes  at  One  Shilling,  and  in  Boxes,  as 
beft  preferved,  to  take  Abroad,  or  ufe  in  the 
Copntry,  at  any  Price,  in  proportion,  required. 
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Erratum,  Page  g.  line  i»  for  read  tertium? 


